
 

Pyrford Neighbourhood Forum 

 
 

Minutes 
 

 PNF Open Committee Meeting 
 

Pyrford Village Hall 
 

Thursday 24 July 2015 – 20-2230h 
 

Present: M. Doyle, G. Chrystie, G.Geaves, C. Bolton, B. Dodd, P. Barnes, Alister 
Kratt, Jennifer Holgate and 25 Forum members  
 
Objective: The committee meeting was arranged to review the status of PNF 
challenge to the WBC Site Allocations DPD before the close of the Consultation 
period on 31 July 2015.   
 
1.  Welcome 
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting. 
 
2.  Neighourhood Plan Update 
Geoff Geaves explained that the Editorial team were considering comments received 
in the Local Consultation to determine changes were required.  Comments from 
residents were in the main minor but the comments from WBC needed closer 
consideration.    
 
GG explained that work had slowed as a consequence of the Site Allocations DPD 
but the team expected to start again in August.  Arrangements were being made to 
consult Nigel McGurk on site in Pyrford concerning the significance of WBC 
comments on the current plan.   
ACTION GG  
 
3.  WBC Site Allocation Proposals 
GC opened the discussion by reminding those present that WBC must have settled 
their site allocations by December 2016 if they are to keep their current Core 
Strategy document. 

GC introduced Alister Kratt of LDA and Jennifer Holgate of Pinsent Masons.   Alister 
gave a brief summary of his report which was intended as a professional challenge to 
WBC Site Allocations DPD.  

The WBC DPD was clearly flawed in several key points re Pyrford and WBC had 
without explanation overuled their consultants Peter Brett.   Jennifer then set out the 
mechanics of calculating which sites were best suited for housing.  

Despite the 2 Pyrford fields scoring low by Peter Brett , the 2 fields were elevated just 
because WBC believed them readily available. The 2 fields were low rated and there 
were far better alternatives judged solely on WBCs’ own data.  

LDA had set out viable and suitable alternatives and WBC were invited to revise their 
DPD accordingly. Jennifer explained to the meeting how they could personally 
comment to WBC pre deadline; comments all helped and WBC must consider them 
as part of consultation. 
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Very briefly the main points of our challenge are expected to be: 
 WBC seem to have imposed a landowner request to include GB13 space 

originally rejected by PBA 
 WBC decided not to continue with a Heritage review and Landscape 

Assessment and in the context of proposals this may become a serious flaw 
in WBC proposals. 

 Because infrastructure issues appear to be ignored the sustainability of the 
WBC plans becomes very questionable 

 There is little or no evidence that there is an overall plan behind the 
proposals because they consider sites in isolation and ignore the combined 
impact of proposals on local communities. 

 WBC have significantly over provided for land beyond the end of the current 
plan.  

 
The expected timescales looking forward were thought to be: 

 August to September 2015 – collating and analysing representations  
 October to December 2015 - review and revise the Site Allocation proposals 
 January to February 2016 – Public Consultation #2 
 March to June 2016 – review and revise proposals 
 November 2016 – Public Examination of proposals  
 December 2016 – WBC Exec approve and adopt changes. 

 
After discussion and questions to AK and JH the meeting unanimously 
adopted the LDA Report and instructed officers to submit it to WBC prior to the 
deadline.    
 
 
The meeting closed with a reminder that all representations must be received by 
WBC before close of business on 31 July 2015 and a Question and Answer session 
on representations and how to design them.  Residents were also reminded that if 
they submit by email they must provide full name and address information. 
 
 

 


